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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

Enclosed is form PTO-1449 listing sixty-one (61) references that are also enclosed. A 
portion of the enclosed references were previously disclosed to or cited by the Patent and 
Trademark Office in the prosecution of U.S. patent application Serial No. 09/259, 194, filed 
March 1, 1999, which is the parent of the subject continuation-in-part application, and is relied 
upon for an earlier filing date under 35 U.S. C. 120. A copy of the parent application and 
potentially related prior art is enclosed herewith for the Examiner's convenience. 

With regard to Patent No. DE 3440177 Al, a German patent, and Patent No. 2-82889, a 
Japanese patent, each listed on the enclosed PTO-1449 form, Applicant notes that these two 
references were cited by the Examiner in the parent case hereto, specifically U.S. Application 
Serial No. 09/259,194. No English translation was provided by the Examiner for either 
reference. 



App.No. : 09/817,842 
Filed : March 26, 2001 



This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date of a first 
Office Action on the merits, and presumably no fee is required in accordance with 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.97(b)(3). If a first Office Action on the merits was mailed before the mailing date of this 
Statement, it is requested that the Commissioner charge any fees under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16 and § 
1.17 to Deposit Account No. 501423. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g) and (h), Applicant makes no representation that a search 
has been made or that the information cited is considered to be material to patentability. 
Additionally, inclusion on this list is not an admission that any of the cited documents are prior 
art in this application. Further, Applicant makes no representation regarding the completeness of 
this list or that better art does not exist. 



Respectfully submitted, 





Robert F. Gazdzinski, Esq. 
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1 5 


O.^bf ,Uoo 


1 1 /'3A/A.1 

i i/ou/yo 


Massaru Hoshino 










16 


o,z/ y,ou^ 


A-i /H Q/A jl 
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Iddan, et al. 
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Flory, et al. 
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Lowles, et al. 
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